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INTRODUCTION

Ag mora nolse control repgulations are enacted at the state and local levels,
it has become meoere difflcult to get an accurate overview of those regulations.
What is needed is a planning and reference guide for public administrators and
other officials engaged in developing and Implementing noise eontrol programs,
To nid in satisfying that need, the Office of Nolse Abatement and Control of the
US Environmental Protection Agency has prepared this document,

Presented herein is o summary of neise source regulations encompassed
in current sinte laws and local ordinances. Datn has been extracted from only
those lawe and ordinances stipulating specific decibel levels, For information
on the measurement procedures used, refer to the speeific law or ordinance,

The state ordinances summarized In (his report deal primarily with ground
transportation systems. The local ordinances, on the other hand, denl with sev-
eral different aspects of the nolse problem, such ns restricting noise from
transportation systems and from construction equipment and limiting the nolse
transmitted ncross property lines. Becaise of the many varlations among local
regulations, no attempt haa been made to list the specifie noise level require-
ments contained In local zoning Inwe and bullding codes, Beeause new ordinances
will continually be enacted, this publication will be updated at appropriate Inter-

vals,
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TRANSPORTATION NOISE (Cant. )

Gahu

Gonernl vehlcle nolay Inwa:

Ligh! Vehlcles® = Before 1/1/77 (Aller 1/1/77)

Poslod Bpeed Limlt Meapurement Distanco
2010 it 50t
25 mph or loss 17 (6D 75 (67} 69 {G1)
a0 70 ({TY) 77 (09) 1 (63}
35 81 {70 {1 73 (65)
40 83 (75) 81 {13} 75 {(6T)
46 a5 (77) &3 (75} 7 {69)
50 87 (79) 86 (T7) MM
66 40 (81) B7 {79) 81 (73}
a0 mph or more 91 (93) BO (81) B3 (75}

Heavy Vehlelea® — 1/1/72 to 12/31/73, Aller 1/1/74, Aftor 1/1/77

Ann Arber, Mlah, — 00 & 25 ft with vonlelo traveling 20 mph

ocolelle, Tdahe
Tdnhe Folls, Idaho
Cinglanatl, Ohlo— 056 20 ft

Orahn, Nobraskn = KO @@ 25 ft (oxcopt heavy vehlclen)
= G8 (¢ 25 1t {heavy vohiclen)

} 02§ 20 ft

Walls Watla, Washingion -
Sonttlo, Washinitan 95 @ 20 ft (Neutral = full throtile}

Pullman, Washington ~ At 25 ft at spoed of 35 mph:
vehlele (4000 b or mare) 2]

Motoreyole {ongine displace=~
ment of 125 ec'y
or largar) 58
Any modor vehlelo or com=
hination a2
Anchornge, Alurkn - B8 @ 50 ft, spead < 25 mph
Noulder, Calorndo — nll vohileles limltod to 28 from 7 AM to
¢ PM, Mon-Sat

Poorla, Nlinols = Mwlmum Loveld Diatanco (It}

85 80
Posted Spoed Limit wﬁL’ﬁ"AL’Sﬁ?ﬁﬁe TOT Mmumg;'fmrmﬂ_"—mnmsu Tt :? :g
a5 wnph or lesa Day«TImo 94,902,412 82,90, 61 86,84,75 gg & gg
Evening 02,92, 75 10,90,73 B4,84,G7 g; gg
Night 81,81,7¢ 70,70, 71 73,73, 0% 5.5 15
fiolIday
Sunday
Moro than 35 mph All 4,92, 81 fi2, 80, B1 AG.84,76
Truek Routon All 96,90, == M, 0, == 48, R, =~

*Vobioles Inclule automcbiled, trucks, bused, motorcycles, motorirod bikoa,
motorired bleysles, acoulers, go-caris, furm machinery, industrial machln-
ory, highway graders, frallers, oic.
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MA CHINE NOISE
(dBA levels at 50 feet unless noted otherwise)

City

Description

Chicago

Boston

N.Y. City

Sale or lease of new
construction and
Industrial equipment

After 1/1/72
After 1/1/93
After 1/1/75
After 1/1/80

o4
a8
86
80

After 1/1/72 ™
After 1/1/73 88

After 1/1/80 80

Alr compressors
(operate or permit
to be operated) at
1 meter

Alr compressors
(sell, offer for sale,
permit to be oper-
ated) at 1 meter

12/31/72 90
6/30/74 80

12/31/72 85
6/ 30/74 75
12/31/96 70

Agricultural tractors
and equipment

After 1/1/72
After 1/1/75
After 1/1/80

88
80

After 1/1/72 88
After 1/1/75 806
After 1/1/80 80

Powered commercial
equipment intended
for infrequent use in
residential area
(chaln saws, pavement
breakers, log chip-
pers, etc.)

After 1/1/12
After 1/1/73
After 1/1/80

88

80

After 1/1/72 88
After 1/1/73 ®4

After 1/1/80 80

Powered equipment
Intended for repeti-
tive use in residen-
tinl area (lawn
mower, garden
tools, ete.)

After 1/1/72
After 1/1/75
After 1/1/78

74
70

65

After 1/1/72 74
After 1/1/75 170
After 1/1/78 65

Motor vehicle claxons
at 26 ft

1974 models and &
thereaf ter
Emergency slgnal
devices at 50 ft 90
Paving breaker at 12/31/73 94

1 meter

12/31/75 90




OTHER OBJECTIVE STANDARDS

Clty

Desecription

Aspen, Colorndo

Boulder, Colorado

Specifies a limit of 80 dB(A) @ 25 ft from noise
source or at least 25 ft {from the property line
on which the nolse source is localed.

Medinn, Washinglon

Indianapolis, Indiana

Salt Lake City, Utah

Any level grealer than 95 dB(A) @ 20 feet from
nolse source,

Speakers and gound amplifying equipment<115
dB @ 6 inches from speaker.

Octave dB (re0, 002

Drive-In restaurants: Band  dynes/em?2)
G00-1200 50
1200-2400 44
2400-4800 a7

; Palo Alto, California

Includes 83 dBA limit from individurl construc-
tion equipment nt 25 ft; 86 dBA limit at any

point outside of the property plane of a construe-
tion project.

8an Irancisco, Californin

Includes 1imits on waste disposal services,
garbage collection, ete., 80 dBA at 50 ft on
and after 6 months after effective date re-
duced to 75 dBA on and after 66 months after
effective date. Ineludes limits on motor ve-
hicles for off-highway use.

Park Ridge, Illinois

Estahlishes alroraft runway extensions defined
as areas 1200 feet wide and five miles long
which adjoin exlsting runways at O'Hare Inter-
national Airport, the center line of the runway
continuing as the center line of the extension.
Nolse above 95 dBC measured within this area
i{s prohibited.

Santa Barbara, California

Restricis all nonflight activities of aircraft to
the community noise equivalent level (CNEL)
of 30 dBA.

Portland, Oregon

lelislops are prohibitad in reslidential and
commercial zones if the nolse from these
facilities at landing or takeoff exceeds 90 dB
at the boundary of adjncent property in resi-
dential areas, or at the nearest occupied
premises in commercial zones.

i
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COMMUNITIES APPLYING DECIBEL LIMITS TO ZONING LAWS,
BUILDING CODES, AND PROPERTY LINES

Juneau, Alaska

Keatohikan, Alaska

Tueson, Arizonn

Anahelm, California
Beverly Hills, California
Fountain Valley, California
Hemet, California
Inglewood, California

Los Angeles, California
Palo Alto, California

San Francisco, Callfornia
Torrance, California
Colorado Springs, Colorado
Denver, Colorado

New llaven, Connecilcut
District of Columbla
Jacksonville, Floridn
Miami, Florida

College Park, Georgla

" Chleago, Mlinois

a U, 85 GOVEUNMENT BRINTING QFFICE : 197)—51d-)54/292

e T e S

Peorin, Illinols

Baton Rouge, Louisiana
Baltimore, Maryland
Boston, Maesachusetts
Springfleld, Massachusetis
Minneapolls, Minnesota
Rochester, Minnesoin
Las Vegas, Nevada

TFair Lawn, New Jersey
Albuguerque, New Mexico
Binghamton, New York
Columbus, Ohlo

Dayton, Ohio

Grants Pags, Oregon
Silverton, Orepon
Warwlick, Rhode Island
Amarillo, Texas

Dallas, Texas

Bellavue, Washington
Kirkland, Washington

otnm e o e s b
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