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In Dloomingion, Min, envimamental bealth soecialist Lon Loken (1) and police ofilcer
Kent Therkehen heep their cany cocked on patrol of residential pefghborbwod,
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by Brian Lowey
ALOGMINGTON, MINN
than naise, a problem that
robs millions of Americans
af skeep, privacy, and
health, has been linked to
a growing list of ailments including
stress and high blood pressure, For
many people, what gripes them most
about their neighborhoods is not
ctime, not whan blight, but noise—~
noise from aircratt, noise from the
streut, and noise from the house or
aportthent next door, -

“Naise pollution is the Ne. 1 ptob- -
leen in the country,” claims Al Perer; -+ 4L

hesd of Minnesata'y ide noise

5 like thia teli drivers

program. *But noise poilution, unlike
other forms of pollution, has plenty of
soiutions, Unfortunately, the people
haven't made thern well-known 1o the
politicians.”

Only a handful af towns around the
country have thied to crack down ot
none pollution==Salt Lake City, Al
buquerque, Honolulu, San Franciyco,
Washington, D.C,, Porttand, Ore., and
Cvansville, tnd. Nolwe expers around
the country gencrally agree that some
of the nation's.toughest roise pro-

. geams are 1o be found in San Diego,

the Colotado towns of Boulder and
Colorado Springs, and Bloomington,
Minn,

Urban noise is driving
many citizens batty,
but a faw towns find
ways to crack down

Bleomington's noise program s
typical of the most effective, Noise

cops pattol the city's steets ina squad -

car equipped with sophisticated deci-
bel-detection equipment, looking for
car, trucks and motoreyceles that are.
excessively rolsy. Motorists not oniy
face an automatic fine, they have 1o
fix their vehicles within 14 days and
then provide proof of repalrs at a
compliznes  center where  noise -
readings of the vehicle are taken, If
they don't show up for a test, a war-
rant is issued and they can be fined
and jailed.

“tf you get caught in other citles,”
1ays Bloemingtan Councilman Tom
Sptes, "you might get off with just
paying a sthall fire instead of spend-
ing 3100 for a aewe muffler system.”
But in Bloomington, you'va got to buy
that system=—or eise. R

PARADE * MAY 11,1900 7

threy must flx fauly mufibens
within 14 diys—or face jall,

In Bloomington, you also can't run
your lwnmower before 9 am. on
Sunday and wake up your neighbor,
for the city hay specified tha noisy
outdoor power toals can only be
operated  during -cenain  specified
“noise periods” The same goes for
Farkage colleclion-=and restaurants
located near residential arens can't re-
main open around the clock because
of the nolsy traHic they generats. Da
you fike to snowrnabile? Don't try it in
Bloamington, for the city has banped
the vehicle. “Too noisy,” complains
the city's noise chief, Lon Loken,

You can't even instail a central air
conditioner in Bloomingten without
the city's approval. Every central unit
fhust pass muster before it can be in-
stalled, since noisy air conditioners are
a frequent compaint (the city sees to it
that units ane installed inaJocationthat
won't annay neighbors ar ars insulated
ta keep sound from leaking our)

In addition, 8loomington's stroet
department has begun a program of
resutfacing residential stroets with
quieter puving materialy, and the city
has required develapers to build marth
mounds known as “berms” to shield

" residents from noisy streets. .

Lon Loken reports that thy program
has gathered wide suppott. “Peaple
call me up and say, 'Stake out my
street 312 a.m.* One citieen, Harold
Lovik, cften asks the nolse palice to
check his gas station’s parking lot.
"The plate got so noisy you couldn't
hear the cusiomers talking toyou," he
explains. “So | gave the poise car a
place to park and hid it with my tow
ttuck. They improved if 100 percent.
I's & busy street, but now it's
tolerable”
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\..the city even

fights loud parties

in apartments...’

SHH!

Bloomington, a suburb of the twin
cities af Minneapalis and St Paul,
passed its naise ardinarces in 1975
and 197 in respomse (o citizen com-
plaints and ¢ensus data, bath of which
shawed noise.to be a prime communi-
ty concern. The ordinances incor-
parated features of a vatiety of state
and municipal noise control pros
pasals, pius some unique twists. The
ptograin went through with Jittle op-
position  and hay. been beeled up-
tince to the point that this city of
78,000 has one city employee plus &
tempotaty employee working fulls
time on noise in summer, when preb.
lems peak,

Bloaminglon's potice fill one slot in
the noise program dn a rotating basis.
~At fiest, a Jot of the guys wete skeph~
cal about the pragram,” savs Bloom-

. wylon noise cop Dan Laurila. “But

row even the old-tirers who weren't
gung-ha about the program are ot
there, wring the tags.”

Bloomington's noiss cops have
even reveved an ancient ally in their
fight against nose=the horse, The
city has harseback patrols that gallop
after motorbikes in parks (and thuy
don't produce fmotor palies of their
own tn the pursuith. The city also fights
loud parties in apartments by holding
every guest, not just the host, legally
responsible.

Bloomington also requires its in:
dustries to limit the amount of noise
they allow to leak over their property
lines, The city, for exasniple, turhed its
enforcers loose on-a foundry after
nearby residents complained af late-
night sounds coming from the plant,
as well a3 a smokestack fan. The cops

slipped & curfew on Inud activity in’

the plant and demeanded that a giam
thuftlet be installed on the chithney.
*Before all that you couldn’t even use
the yard," says one of the foundry's
neighbars, M. Jerrold Muetler. “Bul
fow you can’t believe the ditferencel
You know, we live with so much noise
and congestion nowadays that | think

all cities will have to set up depart: |

ments [ike this."
Bloomington’s program has gained
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enough popularity that other cities .

are coming in and copying it, and

neighboring suburbs are taking steps *
o begin motot vehicle noise enforce-

ment programs. Bul municipal poise

contrel programs received pethaps -

their mest impressive demonstration
of citizen support last year in 5an
Diego. The ‘city's program, long
thought to be among the beat in the
country, was vittually put out' of
business by Califomia’s giant tax cut,
Prapasition 13,

" “But afterward, a very interesting

thing happened” tecalls San Diego
" ptogram head [im Dukes, “After

about two months, we began 1o hear
litthe rashes of ‘noie we didn't know
wewere suppressing, And then peapie

* started writing their councilinen and

wiiting this office and saying, ‘Listen,

dor two vears it's been ak., but now

the naise has gone crazy,' "

. This citizen outcry helped raise the
program up out of Its awf ashes, and
now its back in business, -

Henw Othur Clties Can
Got Holp .

Communitios locking to mtort
thoir own noise programs can get
sama finlp from the Environmanial
Protoction  Agancy. The EPA.
through its rogianal offfces, will
provida intereatod towns with ex-
parts. equipment loans, and, in
sang cosrs, 0 littlo start-up mon-
uy. The EPA haxalso startad a pro~
gram that enables communities to
borrow noise conttel wurksrs
from  established  progroms.
tharohy gaining the lnaight of a
soaoaripd  volsran.  Information
sbout this progrom. known as
ECHO ({Each Canmunity Helps'
DOthars) is avaiuble from your
rogionsl EPA offlcs, |

In spity of all theve programs,

" municfpal noise cantrol workers
cuntinue o be rars hitds. In fact,
Jease Barthwick arvctrtive direc
tor of NANCD {the Natlonal Asso-
ciatian of Naiso Canttal Officials,

. an orgunization of noise conitro)
wurhors) astimatas thet there are
only 20 to 30 municipal noise con.
tral programs in the country with
full-tima employoos.

Even though @ few cities howe
mudo piogress, Lhe truth is that
for most of the coantry, noise re-
mains a disegao with many cures
but few doctors,

A iable jor sow Uncle Ham, & wise old hog. one day
decided the nme had come for the lntle piglets I1n hus
" ¢aretogo bulld their owh nousss. "Bull’ he said, “mes.
farve changed since | bkt up this place. [t costamate ta
hast now snd we'w used up a lot ol the easpic-find
luel araund here. So find a better uey prgiets, You can
do 417 “We. we, wel™ they crwed, 2a0er 10 root for them.
s, And they mn off sowand-hog wald, full of en-
* ¢rgy independence on their minds.
-

Waolf In chic clothing. The Fitst Litle Pig went to markat with &
heap of piggytan pennies 10 ivaest in a future hama. Sha'd set har
heatt on funien power for het fummace, but it was swdully How gomg.
S0 sha also sy 1o work oh microusve saiellies, and magnainhy
drodyndttics, and other things that take & fong wme to sey, ., and
+even longer (o parlect, While shw aves stll Laying the foundations of
het altematia structure. a Wall abroad in the land happened to hear her scientific
nuttering, "Pig Latinf" he ndltmt:!. and devoured herwith a gieal big “Yum!"
NI
¥ i Wood siove, muine Bus. The Second Lits Pig thoughe: "Wl I
N Bz e do with whatever’s suailable now, . and try fo build # solsr
P house” But 1t took hum & long time (o find & s wih planty of n-
shine {or his warer heater and plenty of wind for his windenill, And
o Wit ots of wood ta butn. and on the coat s6 ha could s ksl powes Al that
“frea” powar requirad a lot of costiy gadgety, xa he fook to lestunng 1o rate the
money 43 well as the “swareness” of passensby “Sach 4 Uile boar” sawd the Woll,
"Stil, saif is beautiful Yum, wm!*

“[He got through “add-en' g grn dovs,
but ‘odd-wuen” electncny is geiting him down)”

Pig i a blasiker. “Gioll” (rettad the Thite Littie Prg, *V'd becer con 1
serve what | already have and recycle the ways of the pai” Se she
beat her bioycie into a plowshare and atherwta parched together
some cony. crary qulit natiens (e down for the pigskinl She de
signed a durable stone hause with ting windows, and tiny celblike rooens ., a8ty (0
heep warm. though kind of Uk 3 jailhouse. But bufore she could build her {owrioot.
tuck wals more than one-faol igh. the Woll came b "Mmmmm. pigin & poey! " he
said, "'l buy that, Yum, yum, wem?*

lev noud laugh, “Hogwesh? said Uncle Ham, bristling with porky piqué and

that outlandish Woli. Se he set aside part of his hamestead

for uunn:h and tratalled solsr gear where practical. He made the plsce moarte effi-

cent, and cut back on consutphion. But becauss ha was usie, he alio devaloped sl

the energy around hiy property, .. and with his fual saurces sscuraly his own, b lved

happlly—and warmiy—ever after. The Woll, however was simply :nmurmd with
Hrusteatian,

° “Moral: Ta eep the wolf from wmdnur. you ean't be pigtiesded
about your optiont Which i1 whi Amence must devalopal]
1t4 eneryy sources=coil, gis, coal, and nuckear powet ior teday
and whatever willwork for tomattow .
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