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INTRODUCTION

As more noise control regulations are enacted at the state and Ioeal levels,
it has become more difficult to get an accurate overview of those regulations,
What is needed is a planning and reference guide for public administrators and
other offtetels engaged In developing and implementing noise control programs,
To aid In satisfying that need, the office of Noise Abatement _md Control of the
US Environmental Protection Agency has prepared this document.

Presented herein is a summary of noise source regulations encompassed
in current state laws and local ordinances. Data has been extracted from only
those laws and ordinances stipulating specific decibel levels. For Information
on the measurement procedures used, refer to the specific law or ordinance.

The state ordinances summarized 111this report deal primarily with ground
transportation systems, The local ordinances, on the other hand, deal with sev-
eral different aspects of the noise problem, such as restricting noise from
transportation systems and from construction equipment and limiting the noise
transmitted across property lines. Beeat|se of the many varta*.tens among local
regulations, no attempt has been made to list tile specific noise level require-
ments contained in local zoning laws and building codes. Because new ordinances
will eantinually be enacted, this publication will be updated at appropriate inter-
vals.
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TRANSPORTATION NOISE (Cont.)

O, hu Genorn] vohlv]o:Iol_ol_wJ:

Llght Vohlc)ee* -- B_ fore I/I/77 (After I/I/77) Ann Arbor. Mlch.--h00 O 25 ftwlth vehlele travellng20 mph
PocatcHo. %daho ( 920 20ft
Idaho Fn_le. idaho t

POBIOd Bpeed L(mlt Moa_rcmoz_t Dletanee ClnoinnatI.Oh[o _ 95 @ d0 ft

20 ft 2G fl 50 ft Omaha. Nahrasha -- 80 @ 25 ft (except heavY vehlc)ea)
-- 88 @ 25 fI (hotzvyvehlclee)

25 mph or )cu_ 77 (00) 7fi(67) G9 (61) Wutla Wnlia. WnBhlnglon I O5 0 2O N (Neutral fullthrottle)
30 79 (?X) 77 (69) 71 (_3) _nttle. Waah[ngton J

i

35 8l )73) 79 (:'I) 73 (6_) lhdlm_.. Waehlnglon -- AI 25 ft at Bpeed of 35 mph:

40 83 (75) 81 (73) 75 (67) Vvhlcle (6000 Ib er more) 92

45 85 {7T) 83 (75) 77 (69) Motorcycle (engine dlapinee-
moat of 125 cole

_0 ST (79) 85 (77) 79 (71) or lnrk_r) 88

55 89 (Bt) 87 (70) 81 (73) Any motor vohlele or ohM-

: O0 mph or more 91 (d3) 89 (61) 83 (75) h(natlan 82

Anchorage, AInnhn -- 88 _ 50 fl, .qpeed< 25 mph

Boulder, Colorndo -- nH v0htelon limited Io 88 from 7 AM to
(I PM, Mon-Snt

Heavy Vehlvlea t -- 111/72 to 1_/3_/73, After 1/1/74, After 111/77 Peoria, IHlnole -- M_xlmum I_velu Diamnee (ft)

8_ 50

T(rne Porlodn PJensurzsmont D[lltnnco 80 45
POItted Speed Limit _on Applloab)o 20 ft 25 ft 50 It 87 40

: 88 35

35 r_ph or )cab Day-Time 94.02,83 02,00,81 86,84.75 89.5 30
91 25

Evening 92,02,75 00,90,73 B4+_4,fl7 93 20
Night 61,81,73 79,79,71 73.73,fl5 hS, fi 16

Holiday

Sundny

_dore titan 35 mph All 94,92, 83 92, 90, 81 8fl, _, 76

Trgek Routvu All 9fl,96,-- 24,94,-- 88,86,--

*Vehtclott Include nutomcbllos, trueka, bueea, motorcycles, motorized hike.,
motorized blcyclea, acootorn_ go-carts, [nrm mnohlnory, Indugtrlal machin-
ery, highway graders, trailers, ore.



MACHINE NOISE
(dBA levels at 50 feet unless noted otherwise)

Cib"
DoBcriptinn_.._._ Chicago Boston N.Y, City

Sale or lease of sew After 1/I/72 94 After 1/1/72 94
construction mid After 1/1/73 88 After 1/1/73 88
industrial equipment After 1/I/75 86

After 1/1/80 80 After 1/1/30 30

Air compressors 12/31/72 90
(operate or permlt 6/30/74 80
to be operated) at
1 meter

Air compressors 12/31/72 85
(sell, offer for sale, 6/ 30/74 75
permit to be oper- 12/31/75 70
ated) at 1 meter

Agricultural tractors After 1/1/72 83 After 1/1/72 88
and equipment After 1/1/7,5 86 After 1/1/75 36

After 1/I/80 80 After 1/i/80 80

Powered commercial After 1/1/72 83 After 1/1/72 88
" equipment intended

for infrequent ues in After 1/1/73 84 After 1/1/73 84
residential area
(chain saws, pavement After 1/1/80 80 After 1/1/80 80

_: breakers, log chip-
pers, etc.)

Powered equipment After 1/1/72 74 After 1/1/72 74intended for repeti-

tive use in reslden- After t/1/75 70 After 1/1/75 70tlal area (lawn
mower, garden
tools, etc.) After 1/1/78 65 After 1/1/78 65

Motor vehicle cinxoee
at 25 ft
1974 models and 75
thereafter

Emergency signal
devices at 50 ft 90

Paving breaker at 12/31/73 94
1 meter 12/31/75 90



OTIIER OBJECTIVE STANDARDS

City Description

Aspen, Colorado Specifies a limit of 80 dB(A) @ 25 ft from noise
source or atleast25 ftfrom thepropertyline

Boulder, Colorado on wMeh tilenoisesource Islocated.

Medina, Washington Any level greater than 95 dB(A) @ 20 feet from
noise soeree.

Indianapolis,Indiana Speakers and sound amplifylngequipment<if5
dB @ 6 inches from speaker.

Salt Lake City, Utah Drlve-te restaurants: Octave dB (re 0.002
Band dyees/em 2)

600-1200 50
1200-2400 44
2400-4800 37

Pate Alto, California Includes 83 dBA limit from tedlvldual construc-
tion equipment nt 25 ft; 80 dBA limit at any
pointoutsideoftile property planeofa construc-
floeproject.

San Francisco, California Includeslimitson waste disposalservices,
garbage collection, etc., 80 dBA at 50 ft on
and after 6 months ,after effective date re-
duced to75 dBA on and after 60 mouths after
effective date. Includes limits on motor ve-
hlctes for off-highway use.

Park Ridge, Illinois Estnbltshes aircraft runway extensions defined

as areas 1200 feet wide ned five miles long
, which adjoin existing runways at O'Hare Inter-

natteual Airport, the center lille of the runway
continuing as tile center line of tile extension.
Noise above 95 dBC measured within this area
is prohibited.

Santa Barbara, California Restricts all nonfllght activities of aircraft to
the community noise equivalent level (CNEL)
of 80 dBA.

Portland, Oregon Hellstops are prohibited in residential and
commercial zones If the noise from those
facilities at landing or takeoff exceeds 90 dB

i at tile boundary of adjacent property in re_l-
i dentlal areas, or at tile nearest occupied

premises incommercial zones.



COMMUNITIES APPLYING DECIBEL LIMITS TO ZONING LAWS,

BUILDING CODES, AND PROPERTY LINES

Juneau, Alaska Peoria, Illinois

Ketehikan, Alaska Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Tucson, Arizona Baltimore, Maryland
Anaheim, California Boston, Massachusetts

Beverly ItllIs, California Springfield, Massachusetts

Fountain Valley, California Minneapolis, Minnesota

Hornet, California Rochester, Minnesota

Inglewosd, California Las Vegas, Nevada

Los Angeles, California Fair Linen, New Jersey

Pale Alto, California Albuquerque, New Mexico

San Francisco, California Blnghamton, New York

Torrance, California Columbus, Ohio

Colorado Springs, Colorado Dayton, Ohio

Denver, Colorado Grants Pass, Oregon

New Iiaven, Connecticut Sllverton, Oregon

District of Columbia Wamvick, Rhode Island

Jacksonville, Florida Amarillo, Texas

Miami, Florida Dallas, Texas

._i: College Park, Georgia Bellevue, Washington

Chicago, Illinois Klrkland, Washington


